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The Serum Amyloid A (SAA) family is commonly
considered an evolutionary old and highly conserved
family consisting of basically four different proteins
(SAA1–SAA4) encoded by four different genes
(SAA1–SAA4 or Saa1–Saa4) in the mammalian system.
SAA1 and SAA2 (commonly termed acute-phase SAA [A-
SAA]) share high homology on DNA/RNA (including
various allelic variations) and on a protein level, which
were originally considered to be only of hepatic origin.
From a classical point of view, their major functions were
previously considered to be as follows: (i) as precursor
proteins of secondary reactive amyloidosis (forming
amyloid fibrils), (ii) as classical acute-phase reactants,
and (iii) as major protein moiety of high-density
lipoproteins during inflammation. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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