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The milieu in which the tumor grows and proliferates is
characterized by the tumor microenvironment,
harboring both malignant and non-malignant cells.
Among non-malignant cells, consisting of host-derived
stromal, immune, and endothelial cells, innate immune
cells can play dual and paradoxical roles in tumor
development and dissemination. Indeed, they have the
potential to recognize and destroy tumor cells, and, on
the other hand, they can become pro-tumorigenic by
helping the development of the tumor mass, as well as
progression, invasiveness, dissemination, and clinical
outcome. For cell growth, progression and
dissemination, tumor cells must interact with innate
immune cells in order to regulate a complex modified
tissue compartment. In the tumor microenvironment,
there are different key processes that must be
established to ensure tumor growth, such as triggering a
tumor promoting inflammation, inducing an antigenic
immune evasion, activating an angiogenesis switch, and
driving metastatic competence. All these factors
highlight the key role of the immune system in
neoplastic disease.
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The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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