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For decades, explaining and coherently combining
phenomena related to the transition to the amorphous
glass state has been highlighted as the grand
challenges of science. The fundamental attractor for
researchers is probably the deep belief in the
universality of the phenomenon, which manifests itself
through several surprisingly similar, almost isomorphic,
scaling patterns in seemingly qualitatively different
systems. An example of a universalistic metric is the so-
called fragility, phenomenologically categorizing non-
Arrhenius changes of the primary relaxation time or
viscosity, the glass transition hallmark feature. Existing
records have associated the fragility with a type of
intermolecular interactions. However, it has been shown
that molecular structural symmetry is at least as
important. However, the question arises whether and
how these molecular factors affect other universal
characteristics of glass transition, e.g., orientational-
translational decoupling, non-primary relaxation
processes, or the emergence of non-dynamic
previtreous changes, recently noted.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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