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Squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck region
(HNSCC) is the sixth most common cancer entity world-
wide. However, despite achievements in other
malignancies, the therapeutic options for HNSCC have
still not been properly developed. This Issue focuses on
deciphering the molecular basis of HNSCC in order to
develop new alternative therapeutic options and
biomarkers for early detection and risk stratification of
primary and recurrent HNSCC. New therapeutic
approaches are necessary, since the two-year survival
of grade III and IV tumors is still only 30%. In particular,
having reliable biomarkers to assess the risk for the
clinically challenging existence of occult lymph node
metastasis would be an important clinical tool to decide
whether surgery or irradiation of the neck is necessary.
he clinical follow-up of HNSCC patients is still based on
clinical examination, ultrasound, and x-ray, while there is
still no established biomarker for the detection of
disease recurrence.

For this Issue, we would like to invite researchers and
clinicians to submit their work in order to enlighten this
heavily under researched field of HNSCC.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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