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One major field of advance in glycoscience and its role
in biology is in the domain of host-microbial
interactions. Most microbial interactions with host
surfaces are mediated by carbohydrate-protein
interactions to establish pathogenic or commensal
relationships. In addition to the roles identified in host-
pathogen interactions, our understanding of the role of
gastrointestinal tract mucosal surface in colonisation of
the host gut by commensal microbiome is in its infancy.
Many factors, including diet, influence gut glycosylation
and the microbial population and thus have an impact
on their interactions and cross-talk, thus effecting
human gut health and disease. This Issue will elucidate
the role of microbial or host glycosylation in host-
microbe interactions in human health and disease.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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