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Plant pathogens and pests are a serious threat to
agriculture in every country and induce the loss of
billions of dollars globally on an annual basis. In order to
minimize the damage done to crops during growth,
these industries must develop harvest and postharvest
processing techniques, as well accurate and cost-
effective tools for the detection of pathogens and pests,
in order to maximize productivity and ensure agricultural
sustainability. Modern developments use high-
throughput molecular detection strategies for the
identification of these organisms. With the expansion of
 molecular diagnostic approaches in recent years, there
are a lot of perspectives on the development and
application of molecular diagnostics in crop protection.
The molecular tools used in plant disease and pest
diagnossis must be more reliable, faster and cheaper.
This Special Issue of IJMS invites researchers to original
research articles describing recent advances in the
molecular diagnostics of plant pathogenic bacteria,
fungi, viruses, and nematodes, as well as agriculturally
important insects and mites. Critical reviews on this
topic are also welcome in this Issue.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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