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Hepatocellular carcinoma ranks as the sixth most
prevalent malignancy worldwide and the third leading
cause of cancer-related mortality. While viral hepatitis
and chronic excessive alcohol consumption remain
maijor etiological factors, metabolic dysfunction-
associated steatotic liver disease is rapidly emerging as
a predominant cause. Significant progress has been
made in elucidating the molecular pathogenesis, key
oncogenic drivers, and the molecular and immune
classifications of HCC. Nevertheless, these advances
have yet to be fully integrated into clinical decision-
making. The advent of immunotherapy has markedly
improved outcomes for patients with advanced HCC;
however, such survival benefits are currently limited to a
minority of cases. We invite original research articles,
reviews, and perspectives addressing novel insights into
the molecular pathogenesis of HCC, with particular
emphasis on the integration of these findings into
therapeutic strategies and the evolving landscape of
systemic treatments. Contributions exploring
translational research, biomarkers of response,
resistance mechanisms, and future directions in
immunotherapy and targeted therapy are especially
welcome
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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