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Only a small fraction of transcribed RNAs are translated
to proteins and involved in the central dogma. The
overwhelming majority of transcribed RNA is not
translated at all to protein, and it is termed non-coding
RNA. However, this does not mean that transcribed non-
coding RNAs is not without an important cellular
function. Abundant research has indicated multiple
functions for the non-coding RNA that include
epigenetic effects on other coding mRNAs and
regulating multiple cellular functions, including the
regulation of protein expression and localization, cell
proliferation, cancer, cell apoptotic death, the cell cycle,
cell migration and invasiveness, epithelial–
mesenchymal transition (EMT), cancer stem cells, and
drug resistance in cancer. In this Special Issue, we will
focus on the vital functional roles of the main expressed
types of non-coding RNAs in cancer as well as the state
of the art to monitor their aberrational expression in
cancer diagnosis and therapeutic potential.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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