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Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
represents a significant global public health concern,
resulting in substantial morbidity and mortality.
Moreover, specific diseases tend to co-occur in COPD
patients due to shared risk factors and biological
interactions, compounding the disease's prognosis and
societal burden, creating what is referred to as a
"syndemic."

The substantial diversity within COPD has posed
challenges in developing pharmaceutical treatments
capable of effectively slowing the progression of the
disease. Precision medicine strategies offer a potential
solution by focusing on understanding an individual's
risk factors for the disease and tailoring treatment plans
based on factors such as disease mechanisms,
environmental exposures, and psychological variables.
It is of paramount importance to promptly identify COPD
patients at high risk of adverse outcomes and to gain a
comprehensive understanding, at a mechanistic level,
as to why specific individuals present an elevated risk.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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