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Message from the Guest Editor

Vitamins K-soluble proteins are involved in several vital
functions. Vitamin K1 (phylloquinone) is involved in the
blood coagulation cascade, functioning as a cofactor of
the enzymes activating vitamin K-dependent clotting
factors (Il, VII, IX, X). Vitamin K2 (menaquinone, MK-4,
MK-7) plays a crucial role in calcium metabolism, as well
as bone, cardiovascular (both veins and arteries) and
kidney health. Vitamin K2 reduces inflammation of the
arteries and inhibits calcification of blood vessels and
vascular stiffness via vitamin K2-dependent proteins,
such as matrix Gla protein. Moreover, it increases
cardiac output, stroke volume and heart rate. We
particularly encourage submissions focusing on original
research or comprehensive review articles that advance
our understanding of these mechanisms and their
translational applications.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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