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This Special Issue will focus on the exploration of drug
development through synthetic chemistry and the
intricate relationship between chemical structure and
biological activity. Topics covered will include the
following: the synthesis of new bioactive molecules for
targeting undrugged proteins; lead optimization
techniques; the creation and use of PROTACs and other
degradation agents; and targeting nucleic acids with
synthetic small molecules. Moreover, a particular
interest will be reserved for the use of powerful
technologies like DNA-encoded libraries and artificial
intelligence (AI). This Special Issue aims to drive forward
the discovery and development of new therapeutic
solutions that can address pressing global health
challenges. Potential contributors are invited to submit
papers on the following topics:
- Synthesis of new bioactive molecules;
- Discovery of new scaffolds for targeting undrugged

proteins;
- Novel synthetic methodologies for drug development;
- Structure–activity relationship (SAR) studies in

medicinal chemistry;
- Development and application of PROTACs and other

degraders;
- Targeting nucleic acids with synthetic small

molecules.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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