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In the past few decades, the role of TSPO in human
diseases has been elaborated upon. Numerous studies
have demonstrated its involvement in cellular
proliferation, cell death, steroidogenesis, inflammation,
and cellular metabolism. These cellular functions appear
to be relevant to human diseases, including cancer,
neurodegeneration, endocrine dysfunctions,
inflammatory diseases, and autoimmune diseases. 
Unfortunately, most of these studies are descriptive.
There is an unmet need for the elucidation of the
underlying mechanisms and pathways involved in the
therapeutic effects of TSPO ligands. Furthermore, it is
currently unclear as to whether the putative therapeutic
effects are relevant to preventive treatments or to the
management of already-pathological conditions.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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