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Message from the Guest Editor

Parkinson’s disease (PD) is a common
neurodegenerative disorder pathophysiologically
manifesting with the loss of substantia nigra neurons
and the accumulation of [4-synuclein throughout the
central nervous system. Several genetic and
environmental factors are so far known, however since
confirmed genetic forms of the disease can be found in
around 10% of patients, environmental factors and the
interaction between genetic factors and the underlying
molecular mechanisms likely play a significant role in
development of PD. Known factors like recurrent
traumatic brain injury, while intestinal and oral
microbiota have also increasingly been observed to be
imbalanced in PD patients. Whether the microbial
dysbiosis in PD precedes the disease or is a
consequence of disturbed neuronal communication at
the level of the gut-brain axis, remains to be answered.
Furthermore, comprehensive characterization of
microbial dysbiosis and its cause and effect in PD is
especially important since the microbiome is a factor
that can be easily influenced by various interventions
such as diet and probiotic supplementation, offering
novel targets for possible treatment.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in /JJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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