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A crucial function of the liver is the elimination of old
erythrocytes and the delivery of the necessary
components for the replacement of the blood cells and
the cytokines to the bone marrow. By producing the bulk
of plasma proteins, first albumin, but also those of the
coagulation and complement system the liver is
responsible for the corpuscular and fluid components of
the blood. Those proteins fulfill essential functions under
normal, but more importantly under dangerous
conditions, when the integrity of the liver itself, or more
often when the integrity of extrahepatic tissues, is
compromised. The normal condition of the liver is still
not well defined at the molecular level. This is, however,
essential to recognize a disease as the consequence of
the interruption of the different functions. A demarcation
between disease and health may not always be
apparent as the liver has a large functional reserve. This
can, however, be overwhelmed in cases such as drug-
induced liver damage, irradiation-induced liver fat
accumulation, and acute or long-term damage or in
some complications of pregnancy.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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