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Message from the Guest Editor

Innate immune responses comprise a wide array of
cells, molecules, and mechanisms that are active
against infection. Its role in tuberculosis has been
intensively studied, but the nature of a protective
immune response remains elusive. The importance of
the innate immune cells is highlighted by their direct
participation in the elimination of Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, as revealed by the recently described early
bacterial clearance. This process is characterized by the
absence of an adaptive immune response in heavily
exposed individuals that do not develop the disease.
Although the knowledge of the specific mechanisms
involved in this phenomenon would be fundamental for
the design of effective therapeutic approaches, a clear
description of its features is lacking. The difficulties in
the development of tuberculosis vaccines and the
continuous appearance of new drug-resistant strains
prompt the search for alternative means to tackle this
dreaded disease. Strengthening the innate immune
response emerges as one of the most promising
options.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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