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Rheumatic diseases encompass a wide range of
disorders and conditions caused by autoimmune or
non-autoimmune pathogenesis. Moreover, over the last
few years, the number of individuals affected by
rheumatic diseases has increased, especially in the
more economically developed countries. Rheumatic
diseases have a great negative impact on health-related
quality of life and constitute a major cause of disability
throughout the world, with considerable financial and
social consequences. Although extensive research into
the pathophysiology of these diseases has shown that
various factors are involved in their pathogenesis, the
molecular mechanisms are still not fully understood, and
new knowledge is needed in this field. In addition,
insufficient information is available on the relationship
between peripheral rheumatic pathogenesis and the
affected central nervous system. This Special Issue is
dedicated to the latest advances in autoimmune and
inflammatory rheumatic diseases, with the intention of
significantly contributing to clinical practice and public
health and updating research information on the recent
advances in rheumatic diseases.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in /JJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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