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Message from the Guest Editor
I would like to draw your attention to the ability that many
human cells have to change their phenotype, whether
they are stem cells or partially or fully differentiated cells
(e.g., epithelial, vascular, inflammatory, or immune cells
and fibroblasts). In most instances, this phenomenon is
an adaptive response of cells to a change in the
microenvironment in which they reside, and it is the
basis of body development and growth, as well as of
tissue damage repair. An example of cellular phenotypic
plasticity is epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition (EMT),
a multiphasic process through which epithelial cells
gradually lose their characteristic phenotype, static and
oriented according to an apical–basal polarity, to
acquire a poorly adhesive and mobile phenotype that is
typical of cells of mesenchymal origin. This Special
Issue will focus on the different aspects and roles of
cellular phenotypic plasticity and on the molecular
pathways that modulate it. Essentially, the issue is
aimed at either stimulating novel investigations or
summarizing recent literature on this important theme.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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