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Fibrosis is a condition that develops in inflammations
and
cancer. It can be the result of disbalances in the
homeostasis of the cells that form the stroma in a
certain
tissue.The growing fibrotic tissue can impair the
functions
of the part of the gastrointestinal system that is being
affected. In general, the result will depend on the extent
of
the damage but, usually, might contribute to the
development of inflammation or the growth of
cancerous
cells.
Nowadays it is accepted that the conditions developed
within the stroma contribute significantly to the
pathogenic process. Moreover, modulation of the
interrelationships and/or communication established
between different cell types of the stroma is emerging
as
potential regulator of pathophysiology. Therefore,
understanding of cellular and molecular basis of cell-
tocell
interconnections is of critical relevance and can be
used to find keys to fight disease development and to
find
a potential cure.
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The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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