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Message from the Guest Editors

Advances in the identification and validation of various
neurodevelopmental  disorder  (NDD) genes and
biomarkers, together with the expansion of robust disease
phenotype detection technologies and bioinformatics
tools, have enabled molecular profiling and diagnosis for
many NDDs and led to the identification of many novel
molecular targets and pathways that may be targeted for
treating patients. These discoveries have created new
frontiers  for investigators to conduct basic and
translational research to investigate underlying molecular
and systems neuroscience mechanisms to help develop
novel therapeutic strategies as well as performance
metrics for future pre-clinical research and clinical trial
preparedness. Our understanding of the genetics of NDDs
has deepened considerably over the past decade,
contributing to the rapid emergence of opportunities for
disease-modifying therapies by understanding the
molecular mechanisms that drive pathogenesis. Therefore,
we believe now is the right time for launching a special
issue to highlight the ongoing basic and translational
research focused on molecular and circuit mechanisms
targeting disease modification in NDD.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Maurizio Battino The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
Department of ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was

Odontostomatologic and established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
Specialized Clinical Sciences,

Sez-Biochimica, Faculty of for scholarly research on a range of topics, including

Medicine, Universita Politecnica biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular

delle Marche, Via Ranieri 65, biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of

60100 Ancona, Italy molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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