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The world is undergoing rapid urbanization, and it is now
expected that about 68% of the world population will be
living in urban areas by the year 2050. Such rapid
growth poses several sustainability challenges related
to ensuring environmental sustainability, resource
management, and well-being of urban inhabitants.
However, efforts to address these issues have been
severely thwarted by the lack of usable data at urban
scales. Given that most projected urban growth is
expected in data-starved regions around the world,
alternative data sources and methods are urgently
needed for research. Earth observation (EO) geospatial
datasets offer a much-needed avenue to explore the
aforementioned critical questions, which would also
necessitate efficient methods to use such datasets to
answer sustainable questions. The erstwhile DMSP-OLS
nighttime lights data and newer VIIRS DNB data are
prime examples of such applications, especially in
studying urban population, economy, carbon emission,
etc.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The ISPRS International Journal of Geo-Information
invites you to submit research articles, reviews, and
reports covering topics of the whole domain of geo-
information. Although the journal was only founded in
2012, it has already achieved wide recognition in the
scientific community. We are proud that since April
2015, our journal is indexed by the SCIE of the Web of
Science. As Editor-in-Chief, I encourage you to consider
IJGI for your scientific papers and would be pleased to
welcome you as authors.
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