
Special Issue
Geospatial Big Data and
Machine Learning
Opportunities and Prospects
Message from the Guest Editors
The increasing availability of large, dynamic data sets
creates tremendous opportunities and challenges for
empirical science. As an editorial in Nature pointed out,
“Big Data” is relevant not only because it is big, but it is
also complex. Further, the growth in Big Data has been
accompanied by new computational methods that
include the use of “machine learning” methodologies to
process and make sense of such large datasets.
Machine learning algorithms can be applied to
geospatial Big Data for a variety of reasons, including
enhancing our understanding of causal dynamics in
systems, capturing those processes, and predicting
system states.  Better integration of geospatial Big Data
with machine learning algorithms presents opportunities
to scale geospatial data analysis over larger geographic
extents, represent dynamic system behaviors in near
real-time, and use model predictions to anticipate and
control networked devices and sensors.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The ISPRS International Journal of Geo-Information
invites you to submit research articles, reviews, and
reports covering topics of the whole domain of geo-
information. Although the journal was only founded in
2012, it has already achieved wide recognition in the
scientific community. We are proud that since April
2015, our journal is indexed by the SCIE of the Web of
Science. As Editor-in-Chief, I encourage you to consider
IJGI for your scientific papers and would be pleased to
welcome you as authors.
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