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There are numerous issues that must be addressed in
healthcare around the world—among them, concerns
about the quality of life of the elderly who stay in long-
term care settings such as nursing homes, assisted
living, and geriatric hospitals, both in the public and
private sectors, especially due to the shortage of
healthcare workers and high staff turnover rate in many
countries. Even worse, the elderly in long-term care
settings are one of the most vulnerable populations that
have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This
Special Issue focuses on research related to issues
linked to the elderly and how to improve their quality of
care. This may include interventions to improve quality
of care, challenges related to COVID-19 and how to
overcome it, staffing issues, policies, regulations,
resident-centered care, dementia, culture change,
burdens of caregivers, and economic analysis of
expenses. We invite researchers from the fields of
medicine, nursing, public health, social work,
occupational therapy, physical therapy, health
economics and other social sciences to submit high-
quality empirical papers or systematical reviews related
to the issues.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.
IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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