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Inequalities in health and well-being are established
early enough in life that they can already be observed
among children and adolescents. Young people may be
particularly vulnerable to the health-impairing effects of
inequity as they are unlikely to possess or control much
of the wealth or power held by society. A growing body of
research over the last decades shows that children and
adolescents who live in disadvantaged circumstances
are more prone to illness, distress, disability, risk
behaviours and lower well-being than those living in
more advantaged circumstances. Evidence from around
the world points to an increase in gaps in health status
and health care by socioeconomic status, geographical
location, gender, race, ethnicity and age group.
Inequalities in young people health are likely to persist
into adulthood. On the other hand, children and
adolescents are among the most important population
groups to target for health promotion and protection.
The issue of health inequality with the focus on children
and adolescents is now firmly set at the centre of the
national and global health policy agenda.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.
IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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