Special Issue

Home Care Services for Older
Adults

Message from the Guest Editor

Because of a variety of demographic changes, including
the increase in lifespan, the reduction in childbirth, the
move towards nuclear families, and the entrance of
women into the workforce, family care is often
supplemented by paid care at home. Home care
workers usually do not have formal training in the
delivery of care, yet they are responsible for a large
chunk of the caregiving tasks worldwide. Past research
has shown that when paid home care workers are
involved in the care, family members do not relinquish
responsibilities. Instead, care is divided so that family
members provide instrumental care and supervision in
an attempt to ensure adequate care, whereas personal
care is provided primarily by paid home care workers. As
the provision of home care services to older adults is
often seen as a low-status job, there is a shortage of
paid home care workers worldwide. As a result, migrants
tend to capture paid care positions in many countries.
This Special Issue aims to address the home care
arrangement from multiple perspectives, with an
emphasis on the impact of this care arrangement on
older adults, their family members, the home care
workers, and society at large.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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