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Hepatitis E virus (HEV) is a leading cause of acute viral
hepatitis worldwide. HEV is responsible for more than
50% of acute viral hepatitis cases in endemic countries.
Approximately 2 billion individuals live in hepatitis E-
endemic areas and, therefore, are at risk of infection.
According to WHO, HEV causes about 20.1 million
infections and 70,000 deaths every year. In developing
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countries with poor sanitation, this disease is
transmitted through contaminated water and is
associated with large outbreaks, affecting hundreds or
thousands of people. In developed countries,
autochthonous cases of HEV have been increasingly
recognized in the past several years, associated with the
consumption of contaminated food, such as pork,
wildlife meat, or shellfish. Furthermore, other effective
sources of transmission have been documented,
suggesting a possibly much wider distribution of the
virus.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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