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Planning deeply influences the built and social
environment. The field has the potential to be
transformative in creating healthy physical and social
environments and providing access to opportunity for
kids. Access to services for children is heavily
determined by their family, friend, and neighbor
networks. Informal networks provide more than service
support and access; they also help create neighborhood
norms of sharing and caring. The disparity in community
conditions for children reflects the racial and social
inequities in society. Seeing the city through children’s
experience can help us build cities better for us all.
Community engagement activities with children can
empower youth and foster resiliency. Civic engagement
of families with young children is critical to ensure that
planning meets their needs.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.
IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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