
Special Issue
Social Factors Influencing
Health Outcomes Among
Persons Living with HIV
Message from the Guest Editors
The HIV epidemic continues to affect millions globally.
Despite medical advancements that have improved
prognosis and life expectancy, health disparities persist.
Addressing upstream factors such as social inclusion
and broader determinants of health are therefore
essential in tackling this pandemic. Factors such as
housing, education, transportation, social stigma,
discrimination, and lack of support create significant
challenges for PLHIV in achieving optimal health
outcomes, and these social barriers impact care access
and adherence, exacerbating health inequities. Thus,
the aim of this Special Issue is to provide empirical
evidence on how cultural, structural, and interpersonal
factors intersect with SDoH, either facilitating or
hindering the health and well-being of PLHIV. Topics will
include systemic inequities, stigma, and
intersectionality, their impact on HIV care, adherence,
and comorbidities such as mental health and
tuberculosis. We invite original research and reviews to
guide public health policies and promote health equity
for PLHIV.

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Gulzar H. Shah

Prof. Dr. Marian M. Tabi

Dr. Tran Ha Nguyen

Deadline for manuscript submissions
31 December 2025

International
Journal of
Environmental
Research and
Public Health

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

CiteScore 8.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/230878
International Journal of
Environmental Research and
Public Health
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
ijerph@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
ijerph

https://www.mdpi.com/si/230878
https://mdpi.com/journal/ijerph


International
Journal of
Environmental
Research and
Public Health

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

CiteScore 8.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
ijerph

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.
IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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