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Health inequities are systematic differences in the
opportunities groups have to achieve optimal health,
leading to unfair and avoidable differences in health
outcomes. The promotion of health equity requires
epidemiologists and scientists to capture accurate race
data to disseminate credible information about racial
disparities, researchers to clearly communicate racial
and health disparities, and leaders in public health and
health policy to develop interventions and create just
policies. In addition to systemic change, those in public
health should continue to work with individuals,
communities, organizations, and policymakers to
address behaviors and policies that promote
deleterious behaviors. Minorities tend to be negatively
impacted by structural decisions and policymaking that,
in turn, impact their health and overall quality of life. The
data cycle, specifically the collection and reporting of
race data used to develop interventions and report
disparities, needs to be re-examined in order to better
promote public health and social justice efforts with the
ultimate goal of achieving health equity.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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