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Studies on the effects of information and
communication technologies (ICTs) on the psychosocial
wellbeing of users have focused both on studying how
these ICTs can favor the sociability of their users and on
analyzing a less benign aspect of these communication
technologies: their capacity to generate dependence in
users and, in some cases, addiction. Dependence on
ICTs may generate undesirable outcomes that can
increase the vulnerability of users. This vulnerability may
refer to the psychosocial adjustment of users, although
it is not the only type of potentially associated
vulnerability (e.g., cybervictimization). In this Special
Issue, we intend precisely to give visibility to empirical
research on the effects of psychological dependence on
new technologies and their various effects on the social
life and the security of users. Special attention will be
given to aspects such as addiction to social
communication devices (e.g., smartphones), taking into
account their main background at the individual, social,
and cultural levels. Empirical research that seeks to link
the technological dependence and cybersecurity of
users will also be welcome.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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