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While there have been improvements in maternal and Jou rnal of

newborn mortality and morbidity globally over the past A
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two decades, these improvements have not been

universal. Some regions have seen little to no progress, Resea rCh and

and in countries like the United States, maternal i
mortality has even increased. Maternity care must Pu bl iIC Health
incorporate evidence-based interventions that respect
women’s preferences. Central to all maternity care is the
provision of respectful care, which the World Health
Organization defines as including freedom from abuse
and violence, informed consent, privacy, effective
communication and shared decision-making, dignity,
respect, safety, and justice. To successfully reduce
maternal and infant mortality and morbidity, access to CiteScore 8.5
quality care is essential at every stage of the Indexed in PubMed
childbearing process. This includes comprehensive
reproductive health services, antenatal care,
intrapartum care, and postnatal care. Improving
maternal and newborn outcomes in a way that is
inclusive and reduces disparities is achievable, but it
requires sustained and coordinated efforts from both
providers and policymakers.

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

mdpi.com/si/215628

Guest Editor ) » of
" . International Journal o
Dr. Ruth E. Zielinski Environmental Research and
Health Behavior and Biological Sciences Department, School of Public Health
Nursing, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Ml 48109, USA Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
ijerph@mdpi.com

Deadline for manuscript submissions

A t 202
80 August 2026 mdpi.com/journal/

ijerph



https://www.mdpi.com/si/215628
https://mdpi.com/journal/ijerph

International
Journal of
Environmental
Research and
Public Health

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

CiteScore 8.5
Indexed in PubMed

ijerph

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul R. Ward
Centre for Public Health, Equity and Human Flourishing, Torrens
University Australia, Adelaide 5000, Australia

Author Benefits

Open Access:

free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, PubMed, MEDLINE, PMC, Embase,
GEOBASE, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.
Journal Rank:

CiteScore - Q1 (Public Health, Environmental and
Occupational Health)


https://mdpi.com/journal/ijerph

