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The intrauterine environment plays a critical role in child
health. Metabolic and hormonal dysfunction during
pregnancy as a causative factor of poor development is
an exciting and complex research area. The concept of
the critical development period is based on the idea that
exposure to certain environmental factors during
pregnancy will result in permanent changes in brain
function and child development. The mechanisms
underlying this risk are not understood. This Special
Issue is open to any subject area relating to the
intrauterine environment of a pregnant mother and her
child. We aim to publish rigorous original empirical
research and systematically constructed reviews and
meta-analyses that will advance the science and care of
children at high risk of poor health and development.
Novel and innovative research in this area is welcomed.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.
IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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