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Whilst many are living for longer and, generally, overall
health might be improving, health and healthcare
disparities remain urgent public health concerns and
continue to require rigorous evidence-based scholarly
attention. The COVID-19 pandemic disproportionately
affected marginalised populations and exacerbated
existing health and healthcare disparities, and although
research on health and healthcare disparities has been
plentiful before and after COVID-19, substantial gaps in
the access, quality, and outcomes of health and
healthcare persist and are growing for vulnerable and
marginalised groups. A complex set of structural
inequities, systemic barriers, and social determinants of
health continue to mean that there are significantly
poorer health outcomes for certain populations.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.
IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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