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Social determinants of health (SDOHs) are the non-
medical, environmental, and social conditions that
impact health outcomes and well-being, such as the
following:

- Systemic racism and discrimination, poverty and
unequal access to resources;

- Economic stability (housing instability, substandard
housing conditions, food insecurity and nutritional
challenges, employment and income barriers);

- Education access and quality (high school dropout

rates, limited career opportunities);

Healthcare access and quality (limited primary care

access, rural healthcare disparities);

Neighborhood and physical/built environment (lack of

healthy food options, crime and violence,

environmental health concerns, and lack of
transportation);

Social and community context (community resources,

religious and cultural affiliations, community

engagement), and;

- Early abuse, violence and trauma.

SDOHs, including racism and discrimination, directly
contribute to health disparities among communities of
color and marginalized populations nationally and
globally, threatening health equity.

Guest Editor

Prof. Dr. Anuli Njoku

Department of Public Health, College of Health and Human Services,
Southern Connecticut State University, New Haven, CT 06515, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions

31July 2026

International
Journal of
Environmental
Research and
Public Health

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

CiteScore 8.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/256945

International Journal of
Environmental Research and
Public Health

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland

Tel: +4161683 77 34
ijerph@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
ijerph



https://www.mdpi.com/si/256945
https://mdpi.com/journal/ijerph

International
Journal of
Environmental
Research and
Public Health

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

CiteScore 8.5
Indexed in PubMed

-+ 43
N el

md[;i.com/journal/
ijerph

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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