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The COVID-19 pandemic, which emerged at the end of
2019, is affecting health, wellbeing, and the economy
worldwide. Older people at greater risk of COVID-19
infection and death. However, there is emerging
evidence that children and young adults may also be at
great risk, suffering from months if not years of lost
schooling and social interaction at key periods of
development, the disappearance of training
opportunities and routes to employment, and an
increase in abuse and neglect of children during
lockdown. The transference of health services and
resources in response to the pandemic is likely to
disrupt routine surveillance of child health and
immunization schedules, maternity services and
practices, and child and adolescent mental health
services. Furthermore, existing disadvantages may be
exacerbated, with a concomitant increase in health and
educational inequality. Lockdown experiences differ
widely depending on individual circumstances.

We welcome manuscripts that broadly explore the
unintended consequences of the pandemic on children
and young people, as well as potential interventions,
given that the effects of COVID-19 will be felt globally for
years to come.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.
IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.
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