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Message from the Guest Editor

Gender-based violence (GBV), sexual assault, and
domestic violence are urgent public health crises that
require proactive, evidence-based policy responses.
However, existing frameworks and policies have often
prioritized punishment over prevention, failing to
address the root causes of violence and, in some cases,
exacerbating harm, particularly for marginalized
communities.

This Special Issue seeks contributions that critically
examine these limitations and propose innovative public
health responses that center prevention, harm
reduction, and survivor well-being. We invite research
that evaluates and advances policies designed to
mitigate violence through structural interventions,
interdisciplinary approaches, and equity-driven
solutions. Submissions may explore epidemiological,
legal, social, and behavioral perspectives that offer new
directions for public health strategies using innovative
methodologies, with a particular focus on overcoming
the shortcomings of punitive and reactive frameworks.
We aim to foster a paradigm shift toward policies that
are effective, equitable, and grounded in the principles
of public health.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration
among clinicians and public health researchers.
Scientific discoveries and advances in this research
field play a critical role in providing a rational basis for
informed decision-making toward control and
prevention of human diseases, especially the illnesses
that are induced from environmental exposure to health
hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries
and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality
peer-reviewed journal.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou

RCMI Center for Urban Health Disparities Research and Innovation,
Richard N. Dixon Research Center, Morgan State University, Baltimore,
MD 21251, USA

Author Benefits

Open Access:

free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, PubMed, MEDLINE, PMC, Embase,
GEOBASE, CAPIus / SciFinder, and other databases.
Journal Rank:

CiteScore - Q1 (Public Health, Environmental and
Occupational Health)


https://mdpi.com/journal/ijerph

