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Message from the Guest Editor

The effects of smoking, especially if prolonged over time,
cause significant alterations in oral health. Risk of
periodontitis and teeth missing is increased significantly by
long-term smoking, poor oral hygiene, and poor diet. The
destruction of periodontal tissue by smoking and the
unfavorable clinical course of periodontal disease have
been reported in cigarette-smoking patients. Data from
existing studies point to smoking and diabetes as
biological-associated factors for peri-implantitis. In
addition, smoking is a risk factor for persistent oral HPV
and candida infection, and oral HPV infection may be
associated with increased concentrations of salivary 1gG
and lysozyme. Smoking is also a risk factor in numerous
pathologies of the oral mucosa, such as oral cancer. This
Special Issue of the /nternational Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health (/JERPH) focuses on the
current state of knowledge on the links between smoking
and human health. New research papers, reviews, case
reports, and conference papers are welcome to this issue.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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