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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

It has long been understood that there are strong linkages
between health, food, energy, natural resources, and
environmental policy. In a world with exploding population
growth and greater income inequality, as reflected in
nutrition availability, quality, and in subsequent public
health outcomes, the nutrition and public health dilemmas
have real world implications for the environment and
natural resources. For example, ocean acidification,
pollution, and over-fishing are leading to the loss of an
historically important and healthful source of protein.
Furthermore, soil depletion, plant disease, and insect
infestations, often related to changing climate patterns,
have impacted the production of high-quality nutritious
land-based food products, leading, in some cases, to the
use of toxic chemicals to maintain crop yields. The cost of
organic foods, known to be of greater nutritional value,
makes them economically out of reach for many
individuals in middle- or lowerincome categories,
potentially imperiling their physical and mental health,
quality of life, and lifespan.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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