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Message from the Guest Editors

Landslides are climatically or seismically triggered
processes that cause significant loss of life, damage to
infrastructure, and economic losses in inhabited
mountainous environments. Landslide risk is defined as a
function of the hazard or probability of occurrence of
landslides, the elements at risk, and their vulnerability. Two
developments are currently making this equation explode.
The intensification of climate actions, characterized by
heavy rainfall events, storms, wildfires, and thawing of
permafrost and glaciers, is amplifying the hazard
component. At the same time, through increasing
migration from rural to urban areas almost everywhere in
the world, more and more people are putting themselves
at risk, a development that is also reinforcing the hazard
through intensified land use in urban areas. On the plus
side is the fact that compared with other natural hazards,
such as earthquakes or storms, landslides are usually
spatially restricted processes, making it possible to
manage and mitigate the risk through holistic urban
planning, engineering solutions, and early warning.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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