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Message from the Guest Editor

The number of publications in healthcare is increasing
every year. However, there is still insufficient evidence for
rational decision making in the healthcare community. As
innovative approaches and interventions are introduced,
new evidence is also necessary. The role of the researcher
is to continuously produce such new evidence. While novel
medical technologies and approaches can create
problems that were not previously considered, they can
also alleviate them. Economic concerns, such as cost,
burden, efficiency, can always be one of the most
important considerations. In the healthcare field, decision
making is necessary from time to time. This issue focuses
on the following topics: economic evaluation of a smart
hospital,  cost-effectiveness  of  non-pharmaceutical
interventions in healthcare, alternative approaches in
economic  evaluations in  healthcare, economic
implications of hospital operations during the COVID-19
pandemic, etc.
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Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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