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Message from the Guest Editors

Youth Sexual Aggression and Victimization (YSAV) is an
international public health problem that can cause
significantly negative effects on the well-being of victims
and perpetrators.Prevalence data, although they do not
coincide according to different studies, are alarming: the
lack of consensus may be due to both how this topic is
defined and how it is evaluated; therefore, it would be
desirable to move towards a greater agreement on the
definition of YSAV and its evaluation.

Another important challenge lies in developing broad and
holistic explanatory models that, from an ecological
perspective, take into account different key protective and
risk factors for YSAV. These models, which must
incorporate different levels of influence (from individual to
social ones), seem to be essential for the design of effective
preventive programs. 

With this background, this Special Issue of IJERPH focuses
on the current state of YSAV. Submitted manuscripts can
be both original research and theoretical reviews, in both
cases focusing on practical implications. 
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Editor-in-Chief
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Scientific
discoveries and advances in this research field play a
critical role in providing a rational basis for informed
decision-making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality peer-
reviewed journal.
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