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Message from the Guest Editor

Surgical treatment of trauma and cancer are critical public
health needs, as the lack of adequate surgical systems of
care for these conditions has a dramatic impact on
morbidity and mortality in society. The effects of surgical
systems of care for trauma and cancer on public health are
further highlighted in conditions of health disparity in
which groups that lack of access to surgical care, have low
socioeconomic status, lack social support, and suffer
discrimination on the basis of race or ethnicity are subject
to poorer outcomes as reflected in lower levels of baseline
health and increased mortality.

It is imperative that discussions of surgical care, especially
as it concerns trauma and cancer care, be a central part of
the solutions in programs to improve public health. On
behalf of the International Journal of Environmental and
Public Health, we are pleased to announce a Special Issue
dedicated to exploring the role of surgical systems in
promoting public health.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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