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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Current research shows that elderly patients are at high risk
for the development of psychotic symptoms. Several
diagnostic categories can be associated with the presence
of psychotic symptoms. This is the case for schizophrenia,
delusional disorder, mood disorders, dementia, delirium,
substance-use disorders, and other medical or neurologic
conditions.

The recent literature shows that the efficacy of
antipsychotic medications has been confined to the
reduction of delusions and hallucinations, and to the
diminishing of behavioral disturbances. Age alters the
kinetics and dynamics of psychotropic medications, and
drugs other than antipsychotics are being tested to treat
cognitive, affective, and negative psychotic symptoms.

Knowledge of drug-drug interactions and comorbidities
are of special interest for clinicians, as they contribute to
higher mortality rates in older psychotic populations. The
unmet needs of older patients must be assessed by a
comprehensive history and accurate physical and mental
health examinations. Adverse events should be checked
and worked up, and polypharmacy should be avoided if
possible.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul R. Ward Addressing the environmental and public health
School of Society and Culture, challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Adelaide University, Adelaide

) clinicians and public health researchers. Scientific
5001, Australia

discoveries and advances in this research field play a
critical role in providing a rational basis for informed
decision-making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards.

[JERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality peer-
reviewed journal.
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