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Message from the Guest Editor

Homelessness and housing insecurity have peaked
globally in the past decade. Many communities worldwide
are affected by economic crises, natural disasters, and
poverty and discrimination, which are often the root
causes of homelessness. The opioid use crisis and lack of
supportive systems and policies for mental health
disabilities have led to millions living on the street,
especially in large metropolitan cities such as in the United
States.

Homelessness is not a new condition, but issues such as
opioid overdose, skyrocketing housing prices, and
unemployment resulting from COVID-19 have recently
exacerbated it. Substance use and mental health instability
can lead to homelessness, but homelessness also creates
new trauma and drug addiction. Interventions within
public spaces such as libraries for those unstably housed or
low barrier access to medications for opioid use disorder
are some strategies undergoing evaluation.

This Special Issue welcomes papers from any discipline
that help to build evidence for tackling the ongoing and
escalating homelessness crisis.
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Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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