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Message from the Guest Editors

A�er the occurrence of any major natural or human-
induced disaster, significant impacts on the mental health
and psychological status of the, perhaps, thousands of
evacuees and/or affected residents often emerge.

The Great East Japan Earthquake (GEJE) occurred in March
2011. Subsequently, a massive tsunami and nuclear power
plant accident forced the long-term evacuation of
thousands of residents. The GEJE is but one of the large-
scale disasters which have occurred intermittently and
globally, e.g., earthquakes, hurricanes/typhoons, floods,
and human-made disasters. Hence, in order to learn
lessons and improve preparedness for upcoming disasters,
the integration of global and national efforts to support
disaster-related mental health activities and research is
receiving more attention.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Scientific
discoveries and advances in this research field play a
critical role in providing a rational basis for informed
decision-making toward control and prevention of human
diseases, especially the illnesses that are induced from
environmental exposure to health hazards.

IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of discoveries and
knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields. Please
consider publishing your research in this high quality peer-
reviewed journal.
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