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Message from the Guest Editor

Healthy Cities (HC) projects, proposed by the World Health
Organization (WHO) in 1986, are the best-known of the
settings-based approaches to health promotion for citizens
living in cities. Over 5000 cities and communities have
implemented HC projects worldwide, since their inception.
HCs were encouraged to recognize their own efforts toward
integrating health in all policies through a supporting team
from private sectors, academia and NGO members. HC
indicator data should improve estimates, allowing for
diagnoses of the overall needs of citizens and illuminate
developing trends, thereby allowing the program to move
forward appropriately, in both policy settings and in
problem solving. Although various cities around the world
have been implemented in the HC program for a brief
period of time, empirical-based evidence was determined
by a whole-hearted effort from the international society. It
is needed to witness the effectiveness or benefits through
HC programs to demonstrate to solve citizens’ needs to
incrementally upgrade their health status and quality of
life.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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