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Message from the Guest Editor

Over many years, there have been various twists and turns
in the development of child mental health services and the
interventions they provide. In recent times, there has been
a tendency for formal child mental health services to focus
more around severe and enduring mental illness, which
begins to mirror adult mental health services. This takes
the focus away from prevention. More importantly, many
child mental health interventions that are being researched
or implemented have been used in adult mental health
services. Is it time for a fundamental rethink about how we
develop interventions for child and adolescent mental
health, working much more closely with children, young
people and their families to understand their needs and
developing our own child-friendly, child-oriented
interventions?

There are a number of child mental health challenges
facing young people internationally in the modern world.
These include the pressures created by changes in
societies across the globe, a world pandemic, rapid
technological advances, poverty, disease and inequalities.
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Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard N. Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, Baltimore, MD 21251, providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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