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The risks of not being breastfed are well substantiated and
apply to infants in both developed and developing
countries. Breastmilk is uniquely suited to an infant’s
nutritional needs and oﬀers a host of important
immunological and anti-inflammatory properties that
protect against a variety of illnesses in infancy. The World
Health Organization estimates that about 800,000 child
lives would be saved annually, if every child was breastfed
within an hour of birth, given breastmilk only for the first six
months of life, and continued breastfeeding up to the age
of two years.
This Special Issue is open to any subject area of public
health, health promotion, economics, and policy related to
breastfeeding and health outcomes in infancy. The listed
keywords suggest just a few of the many possibilities.
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Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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