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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

We invite scholars to address the following questions:

How and why is stigma weaponised against people
who use drugs?
What social and health harms arise from stigma
connected to drug use? We are particularly
interested in a focus on mental health.
How is stigma variously experienced by PWUD from
within and across different stages of the criminal
justice system, social care, and public health
services?
How is stigma identified, negotiated, resisted, or
refused by people who use drugs at different stages
of the life course and across different intersections
of identity?
How does the stigmatisation of people who use
drugs impact on a person’s sense of inclusion in
society?
Does stigma harm people who use drugs equally, or
is this unevenly experienced?
How can we imagine criminal justice systems and
public health differently so that they operate to
reduce social harm experienced by PWUD?
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou
RCMI Center for Urban Health
Disparities Research and
Innovation, Richard Dixon
Research Center, Morgan State
University, 1700 E. Cold Spring
Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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