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Essays for this Special Issue are invited that explore—
ethnographically, comparatively, conceptually,
diachronically, or critically—the worldwide phenomenon
of intolerant, separatist, illiberal, and often isolationist
cultures and politics operating in the world today. Much
of this attitude and practice seems to flow from a
disillusionment with liberal democratic politics (for
instance, “human rights”), a revival of exclusivist and
essentialist “nationalist” cultures and identities
(accompanied by more or less invented “traditional”
cultures and histories), and fears of cultural loss or racial
“replacement” through immigration. Topics could
include:
- Anti-globalization sentiments, policies, and activism;
- Anti-immigration policies;
- Border security, including border walls;
- Neo-traditionalism, invented tradition, and the return

of cultural essentialism;
- Populist and illiberal politics and leaders;
- Neo-nationalism and isolationism;
- Disengagement from international institutions (e.g.

Brexit, fraying of alliances such as NATO, withdrawal
from multilateral organizations and treaties).
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Humans is a multidisciplinary, anthropologically oriented
online journal that publishes contributions focusing on
the anthropological subfields (archaeology,
ethnology/cultural anthropology, physical/biological
anthropology, and anthropological linguistics), as well as
those that integrate developments across subfields or
implement multidisciplinary approaches. The journal is
devoted to the rapid publication of cutting-edge
developments in theory, method, technique, and data
analysis. While original holistic research and
contributions are given the highest priority, short
communications and reviews are also encouraged. All
contributions are rigorously peer-reviewed. Conference
proceedings and Special Issues by guest editors that
highlight outstanding research contributions on specific
topics are welcome. The journal is designed to appeal to
a diverse audience of research scientists and
practitioners in both academia and industry.
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Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 42.7 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 7.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

https://mdpi.com/journal/humans

