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Message from the Guest Editor

The aim of this Special Issue is to investigate
subsistence strategies, mobility, technological
innovation, and human-environment interaction. By
pushing the boundaries of material sciences,
biomolecular, and geo-scientific methods, these studies
generate critical evidence for how ancient communities
adapted to environmental challenges and laid the
foundations of increasingly complex societies.

We particularly encourage submissions that connect
these methods and analytical techniques to the lived
experiences of past communities, demonstrating how
scientific data illuminate questions of identity, resilience,
and power negotiation. Papers should situate technical
findings within broader anthropological and historical
debates, avoiding a narrow focus on artifacts or
methods alone. By integrating scientific evidence with
human-centered interpretation, this issue seeks to
advance understanding of how the interplay between
environment, technology, and society drove the
development of complexity in the Ancient Near East.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Humans is a multidisciplinary, anthropologically oriented
online journal that publishes contributions focusing on
the anthropological subfields (archaeology,
ethnology/cultural anthropology, physical/biological
anthropology, and anthropological linguistics) as well as
those that integrate developments across subfields or
implement multidisciplinary approaches. The journal is
devoted to rapid publication of cutting-edge
developments in theory, method, technique, and data
analysis. While original holistic research and
contributions are given the highest priority,
communications and reviews are also encouraged. All
contributions are rigorously peer-reviewed. Conference
proceedings and Special Issues by guest editors that
highlight outstanding research contributions on specific
topics are welcome. The journal is designed to appeal to
a diverse audience of research scientists, practitioners,
and developers in both academia and industry.
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Open Access:

free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 25 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 6.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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